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Hello ICHO Members and Friends!

As we approach the breeding season, we are delighted
to announce the opening for submissions for our annu-
al Curly Stallion Edition. This publication serves as
the most comprehensive showcase for Curly stallions
everywhere. It provides an unparalleled platform for
breeders to present their magnificent stallions, facili-
tating connections with mare owners seeking excep-
tional genetics for breeding services and sales. Each
ad features a half page, full color ad designed to cap-
ture the unique beauty of your curly stallion(s).

We extend a warm invitation to all owners of curly
stallions, regardless of registry affiliation, to partici-
pate in this wonderful annual collection, just in time
for breeding season. A special benefit for our current
ICHO members and their ICHO registered stallion is
the opportunity to advertise completely free of charge,
with the complimentary inclusion on the ICHO web-
site. For non-ICHO members/stallions, a nominal fee
applies, ensuring broad accessibility to this valuable
marketing resource. Details regarding submission
guidelines, deadlines, and contact information can be
found within the pages of this issue. We encourage you
to review them carefully and reach out to us at
www.ichocurlyhorses.org should you have any ques-
tions.

In other news, we bring to your attention the ongoing
concerns regarding Equine Herpes Virus in the United
States.

cessseessss(continued page 3)

The ICHO 2026 Calendar is

available now!




GAZETTE AD DEADLINE

We now have a new Gazette ad deadline schedule for submit-
ting ads as follows:

WINTER: Dec 15
SPRING: Mar 15
SUMMER: June 15
FALL: Sept 15

Ads that are received after the deadline will be run in the next
following issue. Payments must also be made before the
deadline. All ads and payment must be sent to the office.
Thanks!

ARTICLES- We are always looking for interesting articles
for the Gazette. The article could be about training, health
tips, an interesting story about a Curly or anything of interest
horse related. Please send all articles to the office before the
deadlines. Awaken the writer within you!

GAZETTE SCHEDULE

$ WINTER February
4 SPRING May

SUMMER August
5 FALL November

Submit Ads & Payment to: office@curlyhorses.org

Ad & Payment Deadlines:

Winter Dec 15 Spring Mar 15 Summer Jun 15 Fall Sep 15
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ICHO now offers DNA testing for:

Ancestral only TX A&M $25.00
Parentage Only U of KY $35.00
Genetic Panel $165.00
Pro Panel (Genetic Panel Plus) $195.00

Visit the website for more info or contact the office.

Stallion Station Ad- only $10.00 per issue, $40.00 for the year, color ad.

Business Card Ad- only $10.00 per issue, $40.00 for the year, color ad

All color Ads at Black and White Prices!

All Gaz Color Ad fees reduced!!

Full Page Color $40.00, 1/2 Pg Color $20.00,

Submitting ads:

*Pay for ads online on our webpage- http://ichocurlyhorses.org

All ads must be copy ready in word doc format or jpg, png. Since we have reduced our

prices we need the ads in ready to print format. For photos png is preferred since it has the
best resolution. We can no longer accept pdf format because it does not insert clearly for the

Gazette editing process.

All Ads must be sent to the office with payment. Ads also appear on the ICHO webpage.

Thanks! office@curlyhorses.org

Gazette editor- Joan Henning




Continued from pagel..In this edition you will find an EHV editorial, researched from
the latest information from highly reputable sources, including the Equine Dis-
ease Communication Center (EDCC) and the American Association of Equine
Practitioners (AAEP) having also participated in their recent webinars. Given the
dynamic nature of this health concern, with updates emerging almost daily, our
aim 1s to provide a comprehensive and reliable resource. This editorial is intended
to equip our community with essential information to navigate the current out-
break effectively and responsibly. Sincerely, Joan Henning

ICHO President and Gazette Editor

Order your 2026 ICHO Calendar now!

2026 International Curly Horse Oram'zatigg
- g . 2 > b

2026 ICHO Wall Calendar is now available
shipping will be after Nov 17.

Choose US shipping, Canadian or International
shipping, postage is included with the Jmce
Thank you all for another great Calendar year!

Visit the ICHO website at
https://www.ichocurlyhorses.com/




ICHO
VIRTUAL FUN SHOW

Virtual FUN Show- Dec 7, 2025 through Feb 28, 2026

All proceeds go to ICHO Curly research. Classes include Best Curly Coat
in all age and coat gene categories. Costume class for the major USA
holidays. Entry fee is only $5.00 per class! Come Join the FUN! Classes
are for ICHO and other Registered Curly horses in Open class.



Horse Age groups-
Under 1 yr of age- FOAL
1-3 yrs- YOUNG Horse
4-18 yrs- ADULT Horse
19+ yrs- SENIOR Horse

Horse Size Categories:
Horse

Curly Coat Type Cateqories:
Curly Marcel Wave

Curly Loose Curl

Curly Medium Curl

Curly Tight Curl

Smooth Coat Type Categories:
Bunny Fur Smooth Coat
Smooth Coat Winter

Coat Gene Classes for tested horses-

Dual Genes KRT25 & SP6
UNKNOWN Coat gene

Untested Curly horses can also enter their Best Curly Coat Classes that do not specify coat type by genes.

See the web link below for more details and entry forms:

https://www.ichocurlyhorses.com/virtual-fun-show.html

How to present your Curly

horse, you may send a video or still pho-
tos. You may present in hand, under sad-
dle or driving, Best Curly Coat and Smooth
Coat will be in Hand- Halter.

Provide a Right & Left side view of your
whole horse and a close up of the Curly
coat for Best Curly Coat classes.

For Costume class provide a video of all
views or photos of all views, right, left, front
and hind.

Horses must be registered ICHO. ABC,
CSl or have a passport with # in EU.
Smooth Coats registered in another reg-
istry like MFT etc., are accepted with
proof of pedigree.

CROP PHOTOS before submitting, pho-
to should be of the horse. Keep photo
size no larger than 800 pixels.

COSTUME CLASS HOLIDAY THEMES:
New Years
Valentines Day
St. Patrick's Day

Easter

Memorial Day
Fourth of July
Halloween
Thanksgiving
Native American Day

Christmas
Choose a holiday and decorate your Curly or Smooth Coat in that costume theme.




»~GET READY FOR SPRING!
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2026
ACURLY STALLIONS
L COMING SOON!




Calling all Curly Stallions!

It’s time to assemble the largest single source of Curly stallions.
ICHO stallions with current membership can advertise FREE. But
other Curly stallions may also advertise for a small fee of $20 for
half page and $10 for quarter page ads, all color!

Contact Jhenning_joanie@yahoo.com for any questions.
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DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 15, 2026
~ Include a good quality photo of your stallion t ]
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EHV Update

Equine Herpes Virus 1,4

by Joan Henning

In light of the recent nation wide emergence of Equine Herpesvirus-1
(EHV-1) I have compiled critical information to enhance our under-
standing of this evolving equine health concern. This involved consult-
ing authoritative resources, including expert-led webinars, official veter-
mary websites, and scientific publications, to provide a comprehensive
overview of the situation and its potential implications for our equine
populations.

A significant incident recently occurred between November 5-9, 2025, as
reported by Dr. Bud Dinges, DVM, Executive Director of the Texas Ani-
mal Health Commission (TAHC) and Texas state veterinarian. The
WRPA World Finals and Elite Barrel competition in Waco, Texas, con-
cluded shortly before the first reported outbreak of Equine Herpes Mye-
loencephalopathy (EHM), a severe neurological form of EHV-1. The ini-
tial case was confirmed on November 18, 2025. This event brought to-
gether approximately 670 contestants, predominantly from Texas, but
also included 173 participants from other various US states and Cana-
da, underscoring the significant potential for widespread geographical
dissemination of the virus.

The current situation remains highly dynamic, with new developments
emerging frequently, sometimes by the day or hour. Continuous vigi-
lance and access to accurate information are crucial during this critical
period. For timely updates and guidance, several invaluable resources
are available:

1. EQUINE DISEASE COMMUNICATION CENTER (EDCC)—This
North American industry-driven resource provides crucial information
on disease threats via its website and offers real time-notifications
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through its alert applications, available on general app stores.

https://www.equinediseasecc.org/

S

EDCC

equine disease communication center

2. AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF EQUINE PRACTITIONERS (AAEP)-

As the world’s largest equine association, the AAEP’s website is a lead-
ing global resource for the latest research and treatment protocols for eq-
uines, serving both veterinary professionals and students.

https://aaep.org/

American Association

7 of Equine Practitioners

=
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Dr. Dinges strongly advises all horse owners to maintain direct commu-
nication with their personal veterinarian and local authorities. He empha-
sizes that “your best resource is one’s own veterinarian,” highlighting the
indispensable role of individualized professional medical advice and local

oversight in effectively managing and preventing the spread of infectious
disease such as EHV-1.

UNDERSTANDING EHV-1 TRANSMISSION

Dr. Katie Flynn, from the Biosecurity and Equine Health division of the US
Equestrian Federation (USEF), explains that EHV-1 is highly contagious.
It typically spreads through respiratory secretions, can become aerosolized
in shared air spaces, and is frequently transmitted via fomites, even with-




out direct nose-to-nose contact. Fomites are inanimate objects that can har-
bor and spread viruses, including water buckets and troughs, hoses, stalls,
tack, wash racks, cross ties, shipping trailers, feedstuffs, clothing, farrier
and veterinary equipment, and our hands. Even items like brooms and
shavings can act as fomites. Human vectors, such as farriers, veterinarians,
trainers, visitors, etc., can also inadvertently facilitate pathogen transmis-
sion. In cases of suspect contamination, rigorous biosecurity measures, in-
cluding deep cleaning with disinfectants like 10% bleach, are essential. The
virus can remain viable on inanimate objects for up to 21 days. Sunlight can

significantly reduce viability.

gettyimages
Crad: Jorary Peland

CLINICAL MANIFESTATIONS OF EHV

Dr. Krista Estell, a Clinical Assistant Professor at Virginia Tech’s Mari-
on DuPont Scott Equine Medical Center and an AAEP Infectious Disease
Committee member, notes that while there are multiple equine herpesvi-
ruses (1, 2, 3, 4. and 5), EHV-1 and EHV-4 are the most common. These vi-
ruses can present with a range of symptoms, including:

1. **Asymptomatic Carriers.** Many horses are exposed to EHV-1 wo/
showing clinical signs. Up to 80% can develop a latent infection in

their lymph nodes and may shed the virus at any
time, particularly

under stress or during transport, both of which are

known immunosuppressants.
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2. **Respiratory Issues.** Symptoms include a runny nose, conges
tion, and a fever at or above 101.5F. Owners should be vigilant

for secondary infection, such as pneumonia.

3. **Abortion.** EHV-1 is a significant cause of late-term abortions

1n mares.

4. **Neurological Disease (EHM).** When EHV-1 enters the blood-
stream, it can cause vasculitis (inflammation of blood vessels) and
trigger a coagulation cascade, leading to spontaneous blood clots
in the brain and spinal cord. Clinical signs vary based on the lo-
cation and extent of damage but can include hind limb weakness,
ataxia (lack of coordination), toe dragging, dog-sitting postures,
urine dribbling, and constipation. Changes in mentation, diffi-
culty chewing and swallowing, head tilt, abnormal eye position,

and seizures may also occur.
Dog-sitting position
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Horses showing these clinical signs should be tested. Asymptomatic
horses probably should not be tested.

TREATMENT INCLUDES:

1. Anti-virus NSAIDS, bute, banamine, corticosteroids (mostly for neu-
rological cases). Antivirals aim to prevent viral replication but

does not kill viruses. Heparin may be used to prevent further blood

clotting.

2. Supportive nursing care-sling to keep standing, IV fluids and nu-

trition, urinary catheters for both sexes, and physical therapy.

3. Vaccination-can decrease the amount of virus in blood and nasal

shedding. May not be 100% effective.
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The outcome and recovery statistics favor Morbidity with EHV-1 at
80-90% and EHM at 30-40%. Mortality stands at 15-30%. Recovery of
EHM horses is 70-85%. The variables associated with non survival in-
clude temperatures >103.5F, inability to stand, and encephalopathy
(signs of brain dysfunction).

Biosecurity is key to these health concerns. Practice biosecurity at
home and especially away. Supplements of Lysine, Zinc, and Vitamin E
are recommended, and monitor your horse's temperature at least 2x/day.
Lysine 1s known to reduce herpesvirus replication in other species. Zinc
supplemented horses were less likely to develop EHM in a natural out-
break report. Vitamin E is an antioxidant that supports spinal cord re-
pair.

At the beginning of December 2025, the current case count was 46 cas-
es. Of these, there were 33 neurologic cases (EHM), 9 respiratory/fever,
and 4 were non-clinical. These are confirmed cases with positive laborato-
ry tests.

Biosecurity is the key to minimize impacts of Equine Herpesvirus.
Early stage infection may yield negative test results. These horses, with
known exposure/clinical signs, should be retested in 1-3 days. During this
short wait, horses should be i1solated with at least 30 foot distances. Work

with your veterinarian!

There are 5 top Biosecurity Measures:

1. Limit horse to horse contact.
2. Limit human to horse contact to essential personnel.
3. Avoid sharing of equipment.

4. Avoid communal water.

5. Monitor horse health with twice

daily temperature readings.
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How to Take a Horse’s Temperature

To take a horse's temperature, use a lubricated digital thermometer, stand safely to the side,
gently lift the tail and insert the tip a few inches into the rectum, hold it until it beeps (or for a few
minutes for glass), then remove and read the temperature (normal is ~99-101°F or 37.5-38.5°C).
Always use petroleum jelly/lube, be gentle, and have an assistant or tie the horse for safety.

What you'll need

e Digital thermometer: Safer and faster.
e Lubricant: Petroleum jelly, KY Jelly, or even saliva.

e Helper (optional but recommended): To hold the horse and keep you safe.

Step-by-step guide

1. Prepare the thermometer: Turn on the digital thermometer or shake down a glass one. Ap-
ply lubricant to the tip.

2. Position yourself: Stand to the horse's side, near the hip, in a safe spot out of the kicking
zone.

3. Lift the tail: Gently grasp the base of the tail and lift it to the side to expose the anus.

4. Insert the thermometer: Gently insert the lubricated tip into the rectum, angled slightly to-
wards the ground, about 1.5 to 2 inches deep.

5. Hold in place: Keep the thermometer secure but don't force it. Pet the horse and talk calmly
to keep it relaxed.

6. Wait for the reading: For digital, wait for the beep (usually 15-30 seconds); for glass, wait 2-3
minutes.

7. Remove and read: Slowly remove the thermometer and note the temperature.

8. Clean up: Clean the thermometer with soap and water or an antibacterial wipe.
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Important notes:

e Normal range: A healthy horse's temperature is typically between 99°F and 101°F
(37.5°C - 38.5°C).

¢ When to call the vet: If the temperature is above 102°F (38.8°C) or significantly out-
side its normal range.

& Exercise: Excitement, heat, humidity, and recent exercise can temporarily raise
a horse's temperature

Horse Normal F (C) Fever begins Red Flag Fever
Adult 99-101 F (37.2-38.3 C) >101.5F (>38.6 C) >102.5 F (>39.2 C)
Foal approx. 99.5—102.0 F >102.0 F Any fever plus behavior

change=urgent

Normal Ranges of Equine Vital Signs

Temperature: 99.5 — 101.5 degrees Fahrenheit
Pulse: Adult horses: 32 — 44 beats per minute
Respiration: 8 — 16 breaths per minute

Gut sounds: Should be present

Capillary Refill Time: 2 seconds

Mucous Membranes: Moist and bubble gum pink

15
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“Lhe lavgest gathering of Curly stallions!

2026 ICHO Gazette
Stallion Edition!

Deadline is February 15, 2026
Please send your stallion information to

Jhenning joanie@yahoo.com
What to include:

“Good quality stallion photo

*optional photo of your stallion’s offspring (1 or 2
only)

*Your contact information
*Your stallions ICHO # and full name
*A short description of your stallion

“**All half page ads are free and posted on the web-
site for ICHO current members and ICHO stallions.

***Non members can also advertise for a small fee,
color 1/2 page ad is $20 and quarter page is $10.
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2025 Stallion reports are due
February 15, 2026

Stallion Report- Type in Form for ICHO/NACHR Stallions

*If your stallion was not used for breeding, you may use the online form at the bot-

tom of this page:
Stallion Report- NOT Used This Year just type in the online form and submit.

Stallion Report Type in Form due by Feb 15 for previous breeding year. Late reports re-
quire a $20.00 late fee. Do not submit handwritten forms.

All Registered ICHO Stallions are required to submit a Stallion Report form each
year even if they are not used for breeding that year.

All stallions actively breeding for 2012 and all years after, must be DNA tested.
You may send a DNA hair sample and DNA submission form by Feb 12, 2013.

Active breeding stallions need to prove DNA typing. If they are not U of KY tested through
ICHO, we accept other lab DNA reports and a $10.00 recording fee.
Email or mail the other lab report.
(TYPE in data into boxes on form, print, and send to office by postal mail or
send the form email (Preferred) with your stallions name added to form,
Ex- NACHR_SR12_Mr.Curls Stallion Report Form is in Word DOC or PDF.

If you have trouble with this type in form, please contact the office.
https://www.ichocurlyhorses.com/stallion-report.html

Thank you!

YOUR ICHO
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